
Here’s the link to the CRC’s statement about refugees. 

https://www.crcna.org/news-and-views/crc-leaders-release-statement-treatment-refugees 
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Exodus 3.1-6; Galatians 5.13-26; Psalm 77; Matthew 4.18-22 

Prayer:  Help us now dear Lord to experience your closeness to us today as we worship you.  Help us to 

understand your will for our life as you speak your word to us.  And grant us the courage to follow your 

will in the tasks set before us.  In your holy name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 The book of Exodus opens with the King of Egypt worried about the Israelites.  He’s worried that 

they will swarm over his nation, like a pestilence bearing insect, and destroy the Egyptian culture.  The 

foreigners are multiplying too fast.  And he’s worried about the bad hombres, who he is certain will 

terrorize the good citizens of Egypt. 

 So, he deals with the problem by issuing an executive order to kill all of the foreigner’s boy 

babies.  Never mind that this means destroying the menial labor force.  Never mind that such an order is 

immoral.  He orders the midwives to kill the boys. 

 But then we run into a series of beautiful, courageous, strong women who defy the king.  First, 

there’s Shifra and Puah, the two midwives who claim that the Hebrew women are better at giving birth 

than the Egyptian women, so that whenever they get to a birth, the child is already born.  Then there’s 

Yocheved, the mother of Moses who follows the kings next executive order to the letter.  She tosses her 

son into the Nile, sure enough -- but only after first building an ark and placing the baby in it so that he 

could gently float in the water rather than sink.  Then we’re introduced to the King’s daughter, who 

rescues the floating child and has compassion on him, even after noticing that he is a Hebrew boy child, 

one whom her father prefers to be dead.  Then there’s Miriam who dares to speak up to a princess and 

who creates a brilliant plan to save her brother.  What amazing women. 

And as I said last week, we should be singing songs about these women, because their moral 

heroics to oppose the king’s wicked orders become intertwined with God’s plan to save the Israelites.  

And no one knows when or how such things are woven together, so that God’s people must always act 

morally, courageously in this world because we never know when our actions will actually propel God’s 

plan forward.  Or when our inaction actually stalls God’s plan. 

That’s how the book begins.  That’s what we’ve covered so far. 

******* 

 We haven’t yet seen hide or hair of Moses, except as a baby.  He’s just missing from the scene.  

In fact, we discover in Acts 7 that for forty years Moses is missing.  For forty years he’s living in the King’s 

court, eating the King’s food, being educated by the King’s instructors, wearing the King’s clothes, all the 

while calling the King’s daughter, “Mother.”  Great stuff. 

 But then, today, Moses suddenly appears.  He bursts onto the scene with high drama.  He visits 

the Israelites and he murders an Egyptian guard.  And of course, he’s discovered.  So, the King issues 

another executive order, this time it’s, “Kill Moses.” 

Moses, afraid for his life, runs away from Pharaoh to Midian – which is all the way around the 

second finger of the Red Sea.  He runs to an area that’s actually named after one of Abraham’s sons.  He 



runs to a place where his ancestors lived, and probably still do live.  Moses self-deports himself and 

becomes a refugee in a foreign land. 

 And while there, he meets the daughters of Reuel, the priest, who are being hassled at a well.  

And bim, bam, boom, he’s invited back to the priest’s house and he gets a wife.  And he stays here, in 

Midian with the priest and his daughter for forty more years. 

******* 

One day Moses is out in the wilderness, taking care of a flock of dumb sheep.  Now think about 

that for a moment.  Moses has gone from the courts of the Pharaoh.  From learning with the best 

teachers in the world.  From being surrounded by the finest things that money can buy.  To living in a 

wilderness, where there is nothing, nothing, but a flock of sheep -- animals who are as dumb as a rock 

and totally unable to protect themselves.  Sheep have no common sense and no defense mechanisms. 

This had to be a challenging transition for Moses.  And yet, it’s the refugee story.  When I was a 

kid Vietnamese refugees were pouring into the US – at a rate of 250,000 a year.  And one of the 

common story lines was that the fathers were highly trained men.  Doctors.  Lawyers.  Teachers, while 

back in Vietnam.  But when they came here, they became janitors, common laborers, doing tasks that 

took a toll on their bodies, but didn’t engage their minds.  But, that’s the story of refugees.  Many times 

I’ve told Karen refugee parents that their suffering here in this new land will eventually allow their 

children to thrive.  Moses is a refugee, living the refugee story. 

Anyhow, Moses is out here in the wilderness with a flock of sheep, when his eye is caught by a 

burning bush that never stops burning.  Now, wilderness’ being what they are, and sheep being what 

they are, Moses is always looking for something interesting to do, he’s always looking for something out 

of the ordinary, so he investigates this burning/nonburning bush. 

 As he comes closer, a voice, that we’re told is the “angel of the Lord,” which is Old Testament 

code for “God.”  A voice calls out from the bush:  “Moses, Moses!  Don’t come any closer.  Take off your 

sandals, for the place where you’re standing is holy ground.”  (It’s always interesting to notice what is 

left out of the story.  Imagine the heart attack that Moses must have nearly experienced.) 

 Now, one of the fascinating aspects of this scene is that as far as we know, the Lord has been 

silent to the Israelites for centuries.  The last time that God spoke to his people was in a dream to 

Joseph, way back in Genesis.  So, it’s been centuries. 

 But now, out here in this nothingness, it’s, “Moses, don’t come any closer, take off your shoes, 

because this is right now a holy place, because I Am here with you.  And I Am the God of Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob.  You‘ve heard of them, right?”   Moses thinks, “Yes, yes I have.” 

 God reenters the scene when he calls out to Moses in the wilderness, at Mount Horeb, which 

literally means:  the Mountain of Desolation.  That bush is a scrawny little clump of nothing on the side 

of a desolate hill, yet it’s the place where God calls Moses into his service. 

A couple of weeks ago I was talking to a man who is a very successful owner of a company that 

cleans up environmental disasters.  He told me that he went from Calvin to Michigan State to get a 

Masters in Geology.  And during his very first week there, one of the older graduate students said to 

him, in front of a whole group of other geology students:  “Say, didn’t you go to that little Bible school in 

Grand Rapids?”  And Tom said, “Well, I went to Calvin but I wouldn’t call it a little Bible School.”  The guy 

continued, “Tell me one thing.  How can you believe any of that stuff that they taught you there?  There 

is no God.”  And Tom said, “No one had ever asked me that before.  I’d gone through Christian Schools 

my whole life.  I just always assumed that there was a God, so, I didn’t have an answer.  And I 



immediately started to worry that I was deluded by believing in God. My brain immediately started to 

question everything that I’d been taught about God.” 

So, on his ride home, a one and a quarter hour trip from Lansing to Jenison, he was thinking 

about that question, starting to lean towards denying his faith, when he heard a voice.  He said it was as 

clear as if someone was sitting right next to me.  It said, “Tom, dead is dead.  No one comes back from 

the dead.  Dead is dead.” 

I said, “Ah, the big voice of God.”  Tom tilted his head towards me.  “Well, I thought about that 

statement.  Dead is dead.  And by the time I arrived home I knew that I did believe in God.  And yes, you 

called it ‘the big voice of God,’ at the time I was convinced it was the voice of Satan tempting me.  I now 

fully believe it was God speaking to me.  Setting me straight.” 

******* 

At the beginning of Exodus we discover that there are two ways to respond to God and then 

work with God to bring about God’s will within God’s Kingdom.  The first is to be a prophet like the 

women of the Exodus.  They recognize immorality when they see it and they refuse to participate. 

The second is to be literally called by God to a specific task within God’s Kingdom.  And this 

trumpet like call is often needed because someone needs to move in a whole new direction and they’re 

just not going to respond to the subtle pokes of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus himself heard the big voice of God at his baptism, announcing to him that he is the 

beloved Son of God, which then turns his life around as he’s thrust into the wilderness to confront the 

evil one and to start his ministry.  The disciples hear the biggest voice of God, the voice of Jesus calling 

them to turn completely around, leave what they know, and to follow him.  Likewise, Paul hears the big 

voice of God to turn around, stop hunting down Christians, and go in a new direction.  As is true with 

Moses as well.  He encounters the living God of heaven and earth, he hears God’s voice, telling him to 

turn around and go a new direction, and it’s so powerful, Moses falls to the ground in fear. 

And I’ve heard people be envious of those who have heard the big voice of God, but the truth is, 

people don’t usually receive such a prompting unless they need to be reoriented.  But here’s the thing, 

after some people have that large encounter with the big voice of God, God returns to being silent.   

After people are turned around, reoriented to the call that God gives to them, they must then live their 

life as prophets – like the women of the Exodus do.  They must live their lives as people who know the 

will of God and who live that will into every area of their life.  And, by the way, no one is perfect at that. 

Which means this.  We never know, we never know, when we’re connecting with God’s 

providential movement through history.  We never know when what we do, or don’t do, will actually 

deeply affect the will of God to be accomplished within God’s Kingdom. 

So we must be faithful as much of the time as we are able to be faithful.  We need to live lives 

that faithfully reflect who God is. “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.”  (Galatians 5.22, The fruit of the Spirit which are also the attributes of God.) 

Go and faithfully live those attributes into the lives of other people, then you will be God’s 

prophet, doing God’s will, within God’s kingdom, and the Lord God of heaven and earth, will receive 

glory through you. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  


