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Deuteronomy 6.4-9; 1 Thessalonians 4.9-12;  Matthew 13.44-45 

Kingdom Songs 

Prayer:  Loving God, come to us now and fill us with your love so that we may know how to love 

you and our neighbor more faithfully.  Amen. 

 

 I was recently sitting, in the dark, on the deck, when the tree frogs invaded my thoughts 

with their wild harmony of song.  Somewhere, hidden high up in the trees, these frogs, that I 

never see, surrounded me with their music. 

 I’m sure that scientists (Bob Barrett) could tell me what they’re up to, but I don’t know 

why they’re so loudly preparing for the fall and winter.  It probably has something to do with 

the very essence of their survival.  All I really know is that they are an invisible choir, singing 

songs of love and romance, all around me. 

 I found myself thinking: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the tree frogs of August who sit 

invisible, high up in the trees, singing their songs of love to one another, completely indifferent 

to my presence.” 

 The Kingdom of Heaven is like that.  It surrounds us.  It sings to us.  It remains invisible 

to us.  It’s existence doesn’t depend on us doing anything. 

And even though we’re surrounded by it, we can’t quite touch it, or quantify it, or see it, 

or handle it, or understand it, and yet it’s present.  The Kingdom of Heaven surrounds us, and 

envelops us, and moves through us, and over us, and in us, singing its song of love to us. 

 The Kingdom of Heaven is like the tree frogs of August who sing through the night. 

******* 

 The fact that the Kingdom of Heaven isn’t quantifiable causes problems for the church.  

We usually judge something’s value by measuring it, and then comparing it to its ease of 

availability.  If it’s easy to obtain, its value is lessened.  If it’s difficult to obtain, its value is 

increased.  Hence, a penny is less valuable than a hundred dollar bill. 

 But what about those things that just are?  Those things that we don’t have any control 

over?  Those things that we cannot manipulate and control? 

 How valuable is the song of the tree frogs that surrounds us on August evenings?  We 

can’t control their songs.  We can’t possess their songs.  We can’t alter their songs.  They simply 

surround us and sing to every one of us, regardless of whether we are good or bad. 

 Likewise, with the Kingdom of Heaven.  How valuable is it to us?  After all, we can’t see 

it.  We can’t control it.  We can’t limit it.  The Kingdom of Heaven simply surrounds all of our 

lives, regardless of whether we are good or bad. 



 It seems to me, however, that we do make one choice about the Kingdom.  We choose 

to either allow it to fill our being, or not.  We choose to hear its song of love, and to bask in it, 

or we choose to ignore it and deny the existence of Kingdom music.  I suspect that this is what 

Jesus is getting at when he says: 

“Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth …. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven …. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
(Matthew 6.19-21) 

  We have a choice, give ourselves over to this amorphous, omnipresent Kingdom of 

Heaven, allowing it to be our treasure, or not.  We have a choice: see the Kingdom of Heaven as 

an invaluable treasure, allowing it to capture our hearts; or, deny its very existence, disregard it, 

and search for treasures in the things of this world.  We have a choice. 

******* 

Jesus said:  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 

man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 

bought that field.  

 
Then he said:  “The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  
When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had 
and bought it.  (Matthew 13.44-46) 
 

 What Jesus means by this is that the Kingdom of Heaven is worthy of us sacrificing our 
entire life for it.  And I don’t mean becoming a martyr.  I mean orientation.  The Kingdom of 
Heaven is worthy of us orienting our entire life towards it.  Not towards the church, not 
towards human institutions, not towards the things of the earth, but towards the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

******* 
 If that is true, then the question becomes, “Where do we find this invisible, 
nonquantifiable Kingdom?  How do we orient our life towards something that not even Jesus 
can quite define?” 
 Well, we begin by understanding that the Kingdom isn’t invisible.  It’s more that our 
eyes aren’t trained to recognize the Kingdom when we see it.  It’s like the tree frogs who 
surround us and yet whose presence we do not recognize until we allow their songs to 
penetrate our consciousness. 
 So, how do we learn to hear the songs of the Kingdom? 

******* 
 I think that we may discern a clue in Matthew 4, where it says:  “From that time on Jesus 
began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 “Repentance”, as I’ve said so many times means to turn around.  Turn away from the 
direction you’re going and head into a new direction, towards God.  Jesus says, “turn around 
and discover God’s Kingdom.”  And it’s interesting that it’s not, discover the temple, or discover 
the church.  It’s, turn around and discover God’s Kingdom. 



 “Repent for the Kingdom of God is near”, becomes, turn around and discover that God’s 
Kingdom is right there beside you, and behind you, and before you, and within you.  That is 
what Jesus preached. 

 And since Matthew 22 is the heart of Jesus’ theology, it’s where he tells us to fully love 
God and our neighbor.  His call to repentance is:  Turn away from your alienation, away from 
your anger, away from your fear, away from your self-centeredness, away from your pettiness, 
away from your national or theological divisions, and create lives that love God and your 
neighbor.  As your life becomes oriented this way, then you will discover the Kingdom that 
surrounds you. 

******* 
 Someone recently expressed concern that I was dismissing the church with all of my 
Kingdom talk.  But that’s not true at all.  However, I do believe that the Gospels clearly teach 
that the church is the servant of the Kingdom.  The Kingdom is primary, the church secondary.  
The Kingdom is eternal, the church is finite.  Which sounds radical to us because we’ve all been 
oriented towards the church because the church has a tendency to place itself first. 

******* 
******* 

So what about us?  What about ACRC?  How do we discover the presence of the 
Kingdom here with us? 

Well, believe it or not, for many years we’ve consciously tried to keep our church 
wrapped up in Kingdom thinking.  That’s why we aren’t consumed with protecting our sacred 
things, the way the church tells us we should be.  We try to open everything up to everyone, 
because that’s Kingdom thinking.  We try to allow God to be much bigger than what we can 
fathom while in this place.  It’s Kingdom thinking that leads us to declare over and over and 
over again, “God’s a mystery.”  We try recognize God’s presence in all things, and within all 
people, not just here within our four walls and our own little hearts. 
 Therefore, our church tries to do only two things – it tries to help us love God more 
profoundly, and to help us love people more deeply. 
 Our church helps us to love God more profoundly by emphasizing worship to both the 
young and to the not so young.  Our liturgy and art help open our hearts and minds to the 
presence of God.  Our celebration of the sacrament every single week allows God’s love to 
resonate within us.  Through spiritual direction we’re encouraging deeper relationships with 
God. 
 And our church helps us to love people more deeply by giving us the honor of serving 
people.  For example, by serving the children during worship, we’re learning to love them more 
deeply and we’re discovering the presence of the Kingdom of Heaven through them.  By serving 
our guests at the Landing on Friday evenings, we’re learning to love people we did not even 
know a couple of years ago, and we’re discovering the presence of the Kingdom within them. 

We do not serve our children or guests because we feel like we need to protect them 
from evil, or, because of some middle-class guilt arising from some strange do-gooder instinct.  
Don’t you ever dare go there.  We serve because it allows us to be loved and to love. 

You know on Friday afternoon, we unload the truck and organize The Landing food.  We 
usually have about 7-12 people helping.  So, I asked this past Friday:  “For how many of you is 
this the only meal of the week that you eat with other people?”  And every one of the single 



helpers raised their hand.  And then one man said, “Harry we come  here on Fridays because 
we love being here and eating here.  It’s like family.”  Another man said, “I look forward to 
Friday all week long.  It’s my favorite day of the week.” 

And I thought, “Hm.  The Kingdom of Heaven right here around the table, and I didn’t 
even see it.  But it’s always been here.  I need better eyes.” 
 Our worship unites us with God’s love and gives us the opportunity to express our love 
for God, that’s the Kingdom.  And our service unites us with other people’s love and gives us 
the opportunity to express our love for people, that too is the Kingdom. 
 In other words, the work of this church is all about the Kingdom of Heaven, which is 
discovered hidden within love, and this is a precious, precious way of understanding what the 
church is all about.  It’s a treasure.  And let me assure you that this isn’t a common 
understanding within the church. 

******* 
 The Kingdom of Heaven is precious and of great value and worthy of our investments of 
time and energy. 
 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


