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November 26, 2017  Christ the King and Dismissal of Office Bearers 

Ezekiel 34.11-24; Ephesians 1.11-23; Matthew 25.31-46  

Reread Ephesians 1.17-18: 

“We Will Not Be Afraid” 

Prayer for Illumination:  Loving and merciful God, we are drawn to be near you 

because it is in you that we live, breathe and have our being, for you are the mighty 

God of all that is.  Open our eyes to your overwhelming power.  Open our hearts to 

your infinite love.  Open our arms to your ubiquitous presence. 

Allow your word to penetrate our faith and relieve our anxiety.  Allow your 

word to shore up our faith and focus us on what is central.  Allow your word to build 

a protective wall that shields our faith from all manner of fear. 

Come to us now Holy Spirit.  Come to us.  Come to us and be our wisdom and 

revelation.  Amen. 

******* 

 Most of us have been Christians our entire life.  We grew up in the church – 

going to Sunday School, to worship, to youth group, to potlucks, to Bible studies, 

and everything else that the church offered to us. 

 Most of us have known who God is our entire life.  We’ve heard about God, 

prayed to God, thought about God, debated the rightness of God, pleaded with God 

and even resisted God.  And during times of doubt, or unbelief, we’ve been too well 

trained, too familiarly acquainted with God, to outright deny God’s existence. 

 And Jesus, well, most of us have generally accepted the Jesus presented to us 

by the church.  We’ve accepted that he’s our Savior -- that he lived, worked, 

suffered and died to save the world.  Most of us, most of the time, even accept the 

difficult aspects of Jesus – that his being is rooted in the Trinity, that he was born of 

a virgin, that he rose from the dead – most of the time. 

And most of us don’t push the logic of it all overly much.  We know that our 

faith impulses can be disemboweled, because they’re often held together with 

scotch tape and spit, they’re fragile little constructions, just as any faith based 

system is fragile. 



 But, still, we have a faith because our hearts know that there’s something 

more.  Something beyond our thought and rationality.  Something larger than 

ourselves and this earth.  We know it, even if we can’t prove it.  We know it, even 

when much of the hostility and cruelty in the world testifies against it.  We know 

that the Great Mystery is out there, beyond our touch.  And Scripture has revealed 

that this Holy Mystery loves us. 

 Such things are the aspects of our faith, the particulars of our faith.  We all 

have various pieces that fit into what we believe.  We all include a bit of this, and a 

bit of that.  None of our faith constructs are exactly alike. 

******* 

 But sometimes we get distracted.  Distracted by the insignificant. 

What’s not important becomes ravenously powerful.  What’s rightly positioned 

on the periphery of faith sometimes migrates to the center. Sometimes we’re willing 

to fight mightily over some of the more esoteric aspects of our faith that really aren’t 

all that important to the definition of being a Christian.  Sometimes we’re ready to 

disown our very own brother who is a supralapsarian, when we ourselves are 

infralapsarians. 

Our various churches and denominations have almost seemed to want to 

distract us with the trivial in order to keep us occupied and divided and captive to 

their particular ways of thinking.  It sometimes seems that the churches and 

denominations continually raise frightening specters before us to keep us loyal.   

It’s difficult to say such a thing because then it starts to look like a 

conspiracy, which it’s not.  The truth is, our fallen natures are prone towards fear 

and manipulation and alienation and separation and division and all of those 

tendencies sneak into our churches and into our faith as well. 

******* 

 However, true faith in Jesus, true faith in God, is not filled with frightening 

ideas.  True faith is not based in fear.  The faith that Paul outlines for the Ephesians 

is a faith that moves us close into Jesus, close into God, where we find real comfort 



and rest.  The faith that Paul prays for us to have is one of a close relationship1 with 

Jesus.  A relationship that relieves fears, not one that creates them. 

 Let me reread Ephesians 1.17-18.  Paul says: 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, 

may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know 

God better.  And I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 

in order that you may know the hope to which God’s called you, and the 

riches of God’s glorious inheritance in you his people. 

 When we get to know God better, when we allow the Holy Spirit to give us the 

Spirit’s “wisdom and revelation”, we discover that God’s not an angry, judgmental, 

vindictive being.  Rather, the Spirit reveals that God is our loving Father, and the 

loving Father of all of creation.  That’s what Paul thinks.  That’s what Paul teaches.  

The fear mongering that the church often falls into is not found in Scripture, it’s 

found in humanity’s fallen heart and hung before our eyes as a twisted talisman. 

 When we grow in “wisdom and revelation” so many of the minor aspects of 

people’s faith, that seem to exist in order to divide everything from everything, fall 

away as minor irritants, and the love of God for us, and our love for God, becomes 

the overwhelming center of our faith and of who we are and of who God is. 

******* 

Julian of Norwich was a 14th century mystic.  And within the particulars of her 

faith, the part that just ate at her day and night, was that her own sin was so great 

that it might keep God away from her.  She always felt like a condemned sinner. 

But one-day God gave her a revelation.  He said to her: “Sin is necessary 

Julian, but all will be well, and all will be well, and every manner of thing will be 

well.”  (27:225) 

She struggled with this revelation because she had always been taught to be 

greatly concerned with her own sin and the trouble it brings into the world and into 

her life.  But in the revelation given to her by God she’s told not to be concerned 

because all will be well because God is in control. 

Even so, Julian couldn’t let go of her sin.  So, God spoke to her again: 

                                            
1 It’s too bad that this relationship talk with God has been so co-opted by certain segments of the church 

that it’s difficult to use.  But I can’t think of another word. 



I may make all things well, and I can make all things well, and I shall 

make all things well, and I will make all things well; and you will see 

yourself that every kind of thing will be well.”  (31:229) 

 And from this she understood that she need not spend so much time afraid of 

her own sin.  She realized that even within her own sin the love of God for her is 

revealed.  Indeed, her sin was a necessary part of the revelation of God’s love for 

her. 

******* 

 Paul prays that our faith may be alive and beating and strong and vital and 

shaping because we know the God of love, the God who loves us.  He prays that we 

will discover hope in this faith created by the Holy Spirit, that we will discover a 

great richness in being part of the body of Christ, and that we will experience the 

power of God to transform our lives, which is the same power that raised Jesus from 

the dead.  (1.18) 

 Paul isn’t fear mongering.  Paul isn’t filled with hate speech that attempts to 

divide and subdivide and subdivide some more until the chosen few elect are 

revealed.  Paul is praying that the faith, developing within this church in Ephesus, 

will lead these people into a loving relationship with Jesus and with one another in 

the church. 

******* 

 And this is our prayer for this church as well, right?  That we will be a united 

people who love one another and who love Jesus.  That we will be a people who 

experience the love of God so that we do not need to live in fear in this world.  That 

we will be a church that will find its hope and its richness and its power in the 

glorious God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ through the presence of the Holy 

Spirit.  It’s those aspects of the faith that we celebrate and encourage and pray for 

here, in this place. 

  We will not, we will not, allow fear to be the driving force in our life or in our 

faith.  We will not be afraid of rule or authority, power or dominion, or any name that 

is in heaven or on the earth, because all such things live and breathe and have their 

being under the feet of Jesus Christ.  We will not build a faith of fear because we 

have nothing to be afraid of because of the power invested by the Father in Jesus 



Christ the Son, and shared with us, the body of Christ, the church.  We will not be 

afraid. 

We’re not trying here to manipulate anyone into any particular political 

position.  We’re not trying to gather in anyone to protect them from all that is evil 

out there in the world.  We’re not trying to indoctrinate anyone, young or old, into 

some tangential theological abstraction.  We’re not trying to divide and make 

categories so we’re able to make a checklist of who’s saved and who’s not. 

 We’re trying to be close to God.  We’re trying to be close to Jesus.  We’re 

trying to live our lives aware of God’s love and grace.  We’re trying to root our hope 

for this world and for ourselves in our faith in our loving God.  We’re trying to 

experience the richness of being the body of Jesus Christ to this world.  We’re trying 

to live our lives aware of the great power of God in this world – the same power that 

raised Jesus from the dead. 

 To God alone we give all glory and honor and power and praise.  In God alone 

we root our trust.  In God alone we place our hope for this world.  And as Jesus’ 

body, we have already become “the fullness of him who fills everything in every 

way.”  (1.23)  We will not be afraid. 

Thanks be to our glorious God and Father, and to his Son, Jesus Christ, our 

loving brother, and to his Spirit, who fills us with faith and life.   

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

******** 

 

Will Jim Brownlee, Scott Waalkes and Scott Schnyders please rise. 

 The congregation wishes to take a moment to thank you for your many hours of 

service. We appreciate the sacrifices that you’ve made for the bride of Christ, here in 

the Akron Church during the past three years.  We thank you for sharing your wisdom, 

your honesty, your thoughts, your concerns, your prayers.  All three of you played a 

large role in caring for this congregation when I was absent for many months, so, I 

especially thank you for your faithful service.  And you two deacons have been 

administering the benevolence budget as it spiked in requests and usage during the 



last three years.  Trying to help people in need is terribly difficult to manage because 

the needs are infinite and the funds are finite.  Thank you for managing this fund well. 

 Jim Brownlee you are a kind and gentle man.  You have always looked for the 

gracious solution to whatever issue we are discussing.  You were an advocate for 

the poor, you encouraged us to be stewards with the church’s money, and you 

helped lead us into spending money for renovations.  That is not an easy 

combination to balance.  Thank you for faithfully serving this church and our 

community. 

We dismiss you this morning, with the words, well done Jim Brownlee, for 

working within the Kingdom of God while being a deacon in the ACRC church.  You 

may be seated 

 Scott Waalkes you are wise and discerning.  You have always sought the truth 

as we approached decisions, even if the truth wasn’t what we wanted to hear.  You 

challenged us to be more careful with our finances and to be more generous to 

organizations and people who could use our help.  You helped us hold to a tighter 

budget when needed, helped us to be generous with others when they needed, and 

helped us to open our budget when it became clear that we could spend some of 

the money we’d saved.  Thank you for wisely serving this church and our community. 

We dismiss you this morning, with the words, well done Scott Waalkes, for 

working within the Kingdom of God while being a deacon in the ACRC church.  You 

may be seated 

 Scott Schnyders you are sensible and generous.  You have always been 

willing to push past the ideas you grew up with and to apply new wisdom to this 

church.  Whenever I brought up a new idea you were able to analyze it on its merit, 

and you never displayed cliched thinking.  I thank you for the way you have cared for 

me the whole time that you have been an elder, and for the way you have cared for 

this church, especially when I was on Sabbatical.  I’ve always experienced great love 



and encouragement from you, which, please believe me, was never unnoticed and 

always deeply appreciated.  Thank you for serving this church and our community. 

We dismiss you this morning, with the words, well done Scott Schnyders, for 

working within the Kingdom of God while being a elder in the ACRC church.  You may 

be seated. 


