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Deuteronomy 24.17-22; Revelation 5.5-6a; Luke 2.4-7 

The All-Vulnerable God and Us 

Prayer:  Merciful God, open our eyes, open our hearts, open our minds, to your presence found within 

the weakest who surround us.  And open our ears now dear Lord, so that as your Spirit whispers your 

truth to us we may hear you and follow you.  Amen. 

 

 Three weeks ago, I said that you may imagine heaven in any way that you wish, as long as you 

keep Jesus at the center of your vision.  Then last week I offered you one of my visions of heaven – a 

place filled with beings from billions of universes with the Lamb of God in the center. 

 Two weeks ago, I talked about how we become the God we believe in.  Believe in a loving God, 

and we will be loving people.  This week, I want to expand on that idea by offering another metaphor for 

God, to help shape who we are. 

******* 

 As I’ve said here before, the only way that we may talk about God is through metaphors and 

similes and images.  Our language and our minds are too limited to speak literally about God.  

One problem with that is that the metaphors and similes and images that people create about 

God are often pagan, and, therefore, lead them down the wrong path.  When I was graduating from the 

Seminary my mother took me shopping for a new suit.  And, of course, she told the salesman what was 

happening.  She still does.  And the salesman then promised to take 20% off the cost of the suit as long 

as I would put in a good word to the chief for him and tell him the deal I was getting.  I wanted to 

scream at the salesman and my mother. 

But you’ve all heard people refer to God as “the old man upstairs”, which stirs within them 

thoughts of their grandfather, and whether he was a good man or not, affects their thoughts about God.  

Some exclusively imagine God as the Almighty King who sits on a royal throne in heaven, which removes 

God from our experience of life, and puts him in an authoritarian position over the world.  It removes 

him from relationship with us.  Others think of God as the Stern Faced Judge who almost seems to be 

eagerly waiting for that time when he may judge us and the world.  Of course, most of us think of God as 

a man, which means he’s more interested in football than he is in quilting.  (I know that’s humorous but 

it isn’t really a joke.) 

 As I said a couple weeks ago, how we imagine God affects who we are as Christians.  I believe 

that to be profoundly true. 

 Richard Rohr, offers us another metaphor for God.  He writes, “the Christian God is much more 

properly called All-Vulnerable than Almighty, which we should have suspected and intuited by the 

shocking metaphor “Lamb of God”....1  (The Divine Dance)  In our Epistle reading this morning, it says: 

Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has triumphed….” 
    Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center before the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders.  

 

                                                           
1 The phrase lamb of God is used twice in the Gospel of John.  However, Jesus is portrayed as a lamb 27 times in 
Revelation.  Curiously, no other New Testament book uses that metaphor. 



 Isn’t that an interesting way to imagine our God?  Who do we worship?  We worship a blood-

soaked Lamb.  If we held that metaphor at the forefront of our metaphor list for God we would be 

different people.  But alas, we do not.  Much of the church’s modern theology, much of our imagination, 

remains dominated by Jesus as a ruthless warrior king who will return someday to war against evil, 

destroy it, then judge and send all wicked people and creatures to hell. 

Jesus as a bloody lamb.  How often do you imagine Jesus that way? 

There are plenty of people who think of Jesus as The Great Shepherd of the Sheep.  And they 

may imagine Jesus through Warner Sallman’s (1892-1968) painting of a long haired, kindly looking, 

hippie like guy, wearing a pure white robe, while surrounded by pure white fluffy sheep, 

and carrying the smallest pure white lamb under his arm.  (No black sheep in Sallman’s 

imagination.)  Or some such image.  But how often do we imagine Jesus as a sacrificed 

lamb, covered in its own blood?  How often do we imagine God as All-Vulnerable? 

I think, however, that a shift is beginning to happen within the church and there’s 

a movement afoot to view God as All-Vulnerable, and not exclusively as powerful and almighty, and to 

view Jesus as a bloodied sheep and not always as a bucolic shepherd.  But it’s going to need a long time 

to take shape.  And it will only take shape as the church begins to view itself as being weak within the 

political systems of this world.  Maybe we could help this transformation of our vision of Jesus by 

changing our name to “The Church of the Slaughtered Lamb.”  I kinda like that. 

******* 

 Krista Tippett interviewed the English history professor Lyndsey Stonebridge about the 

resurgence of Hannah Arendt’s writings during this time of great social unrest all around the world.  

Arendt was a German-Jewish Philosopher and Political Scientist (1906-1975) who fled Germany with the 

rise of Hitler and became a US citizen.  Arendt was a refugee.  Albeit highly educated. 

 Arendt wrote the books The Origins of Totalitarianism and Eichmann on Trial in which she 

coined the phrase “the banality of evil” after watching the Adolf Eichmann trial in Israel in 1961.  

Eichmann was the man who created and oversaw the entire concentration camp system for the Nazis.  

Towards the end of the war Eichmann said that he would “leap laughing into the grave because the [the 

fact] that he had five million people on his conscience would be for him a source of extraordinary 

satisfaction.”  (William Shirer, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, p. 978) 

The “banality of evil” describes how ordinary looking and thinking people -- people whose lives 

appeared to be completely normal before the war -- became evil people who killed others because they 

had lost their ability to think critically as they simply followed evil orders.  (This is truly a warning for us 

today.) 

 Tippett and Stonebridge eventually began to talk about the refugees of the world as being the 

most vulnerable people on the earth.  Stonebridge said, “… you become a refugee just by where you 

happen to be born and when you happen to be born.  That’s it…. And people really do find that 

threatening.  So that’s why … people … [create a fantasy story that denies this reality.  They begin to 

think that] where they happen to be born entitles them to more than someone else who happens to 

have been born somewhere else.”  It’s easy for us to create a story that refugees somehow deserve 

what they’re getting, while we deserve all of our blessings.  It’s easy to work inversely from God richly 

blessing us, to God choosing not to bless poor, wretched refugees.  Which is a lie.  Refugees are the 

most vulnerable people in our world, because of where and when they are born. 

******* 



 As I listened to Tippett and Stonebridge talking, I started to think of all of the refugees in our 

holy Scriptures.  Abraham and his sons were refugees.  Joseph was a refugee.  Moses was a refugee.  

The entire nation of the Hebrews are refugees in Egypt, then refugees in the Wilderness, and even 

refugees in Canaan.  David was a refugee while running from Saul.  Some of the other kings were 

refugees from time to time.   Most of the prophets were refugees.  As was the nation of Israel when 

they were once again slaves, this time living in Assyria and Babylon. 

The pages of our holy Scriptures are filled with vulnerable refugees.  Stories of people who 

became vulnerable because they were forced to leave their homes through no real fault of their own. 

 But then, I thought about Jesus.  He left the perfection of heaven and was born in first century 

Palestine to rather ordinary, poor Jews, who had nothing of any value or distinction.  So, I began to 

imagine Jesus himself, resettled here, in our world, as a refugee. 

 And I began to wonder, what happens to our understanding of Jesus when we begin to see him 

as a vulnerable refugee?  Doesn’t this begin to shift our allegiance towards others who are also 

vulnerable refugees in this world?  Doesn’t the fact that the man whom we follow as our Savior, is also 

the Bloody Lamb, the Vulnerable Refugee, affect how we live our lives and how we view the weak and 

bloody and vulnerable in this world?  Shouldn’t it? 

******* 

******* 

 Jesus tells a haunting story that ends like this: 

    “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  
    “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
    “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me ….Truly I tell you, whatever you did not 
do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ (Matthew 25.37-40, 45) 

******* 
 We must live careful lives, dear people.  Not careful so that we don’t get ourselves in trouble 
with the civil authorities.  But rather, careful that we do not allow the authorities and powers and 
commercial hawkers to lead us down a path where we do not recognize the weak and vulnerable among 
us.  We must be careful not to be dragged down a wicked path because we have become part of the 
banality of evil and do not recognize our lives and decisions as affecting the weak in this world.  Because 
truly, how we care for the vulnerable is how we care for our Vulnerable God. 
 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


