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Exodus 1.1-22; Hebrews 11.8-16; Psalm 7;  Matthew 5.3, 10, 13-20
The First Civil Disobedience
Prayer:  Loving God, open our eyes to your presence, and to the reality of your Kingdom.  Give us the 
will to embrace these visions and allow our lives to be shaped by your Kingdom's expectations.  Help 
us to hear your Word to us this morning, so that it may bring a freshness into our lives.  Amen.

The book of Exodus is the story of God stepping into history to rescue his holy people from 
slavery.  We're all familiar with the broad outlines of this story, but I suspect that for most of us, as 
white, middle class Americans, this story of liberation doesn't resonate with us all that much.  We live 
such unfettered lives.  From what could we possibly need liberation?

However, it's still a very powerful story within the African American community, where the 
consciousness of slavery has not disappeared.  And I wonder if it's powerful to the communities of 
people today who are fleeing their land, in hopes of finding a promised land.  I wonder if it's powerful 
to all of the refugees that we see moving about the world today?  I wonder if it's powerful to the 
undocumented workers who cross the wilderness to sneak into the promised land, trying to find work 
enough to support their families back home?  I've raised this image with some of the Karen but they 
haven't responded to me.  But that doesn't mean that the story isn't powerful.  It might be so powerful 
that they don't want to talk to me about it.  I don't know.

But such thoughts are getting ahead of ourselves.  In our text this morning, the Israelites are still
living in the land of slavery and the house of bondage.  In our text we encounter two women, Shifra 
and Puah.  They're midwives who've been ordered by the most powerful king in the world to kill the 
Hebrew baby boys as they're being born.  (What he wants to do with the female babies is not even 
discussed.)

The king, Pharaoh, wants the midwives to commit slow genocide against the Hebrew people.  
Because without boys, the people cannot continue.  So, he orders these midwives to commit a crime 
against humanity.

However, long before the ten commandments create a set of standards , long before this people 
in Egypt are aware again of who the Lord God is, long before a systematized religious consciousness 
arises among this people, these two women instinctively understand that killing the boys is wrong, even
when they're ordered by the king to do so.

They refuse to kill the babies.  They refuse the orders of the most powerful man in the world.  
They refuse to concede that he is their ultimate authority.  They refuse to participate in genocide.

 *******
We are a people who are strangers living in a foreign land.  That is who we are as Christians.  

But at times we forget this truth because life is so good for most of us.  We're quite comfortable and not
really longing for anything greater than what we already possess.

But the reality is that this world is not our own.  The lives that we make for ourselves is not the 
promised land.

 We live among a people who love to create kings and leaders who have so much power that 
they think nothing of giving commands to go here and there in this world to kill their political enemies. 
They think nothing about creating rules that harm the weakest among us.  They think nothing about 
creating financial institutions and laws that keep the poor shackled.  They think nothing about how and 
why they have so much power because they create stories of plucking themselves up by their own 
bootstraps, ignoring all of the privileges handed down to them by previous generations.

And these leaders they command us to participate in their dehumanizing actions.  And we have 
all lined up and bowed down and conceded our moral authority, because we have all  lost sight of the 



city belonging to God, a city in which we already live.
And please do not think that I am exclusively talking about Donald Trump.  We have lived 

under president after president, congress after congress, that has called for us to line up and follow  
them into the immoral killing fields of this world, that they have created.  And we all have been 
compromised by this.  Perhaps the least among us have not.  But the rest of us?  We're compromised.

*******
In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus talks about “the Kingdom of Heaven” thirty-five times.  Thirty-

five.  When he does this, he is creating an alternate reality within which we are called to build our lives.
When he does this, he is establishing a new King under whose allegiance we are to live.  When he talks
about the Kingdom of Heaven, over and over again, he's talking about already livng in the promised 
land, a heavenly city, beginning right here in this world, right now.

We are not people who are waiting to die so that we may go to heaven.  No, the Kingdom of 
Heaven is already here, all around us and within us, and the Kingdom of Heaven has different rules and
expectations, than do the earthly kingdoms.

*******
I was talking to Noah this week and he said that he had a new thought that he doesn't know why

he never had before.  He said, “So many of the rules and laws of old, you've discarded my whole life.  
Even the ones that other Christians follow.  And sometimes I thought that I lived in a lawless world.  A 
world that doesn't have rules.  Complete freedom to do whatever I choose.  But I figured out the other 
day that this isn't right.  We are people of grace.  And by being people of grace we have another set of 
principles to live our lives by.  Principles that are created by grace.”

Bingo Noah.  We're not lawless people.  We're people who live in the Kingdom of Heaven and 
whose controlling principle, whose controlling thought, is grace.  Who we are.  How we act.  What we 
do.  How we use our money and time.  All flows from the grace embedded into the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  Which will necessarily set us at odds with the kingdoms of this world.  Necessarily set us at 
odds.

You know this.  We've been talking like this for years.  For decades.  And that's the reason why 
when our political leaders begin to act in a way that is disharmonious to the principle of grace that 
control the Kingdom of Heaven, we see it, we feel it, and we begin to lean in against it.  This is why 
I'm able to discuss these things openly here, the groundwork was being laid for decades.  And we didn't
even know it.  I didn't know it.  But recently our eyes have been opened to the dissonance between the 
Kingdom of Heaven and the Kingdom of the United States.  (A dissonance, I might add, that was here 
when Barack Obama was president, but it didn't quite chaff as severely against us.  It was 
disharmonious at a level that we'd come to expect.)

*******
Someone came to me this week and said, “Harry I'm worried about the undocumented workers. 

Some in this area are my friends.  Is there anything that we as a church can do to protect them?  
Theoretically they won't be dragged out of churches, but I don't know if that's the way the authorities 
will work.  Is there anything that our church can do?”

I said, “we're not going to begin housing undocumented workers in our building.  We're not set 
up for it.”  Then I said, “Find out if the church owned that house across the street if that would be 
considered an extension of our building.  Are people safe there?”

Who knows, we may end up owning some safe houses before we ever get that bigger building.  
That's what I get for listening to The Underground Railroad on our way to Florida.  It planted all kinds 
of disobedient thoughts.

I think that it's good to have our lives shaken a bit, to have our eyes opened.  It helps us to see 
with a freshness that we are followers of the one true King, Jesus Christ.  It is he whom we will serve, 
even if that eventually leads us into civil disobedience, like Shifra and Puah.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.




