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Exodus 2.1-10; 1 Peter 2.4-10; Psalm 81; Luke 1.26-38 

Being God’s Holy People 

Prayer:  Holy God, we praise your name.  Give us eyes to see your presence, your will, your desire, your 

purposes, as we worship you today.  And grant us the courage to reflect your grace into every corner of 

our life.  Amen. 

 

 As I’ve said many times before, a prophet isn’t someone who tells the future.  A prophet is 

someone who knows the will of God and she knows the society in which she lives, and she’s able to 

point to those areas of life that do not align with the will of God. 

******* 

 The midwives in the book of Exodus are prophets when they save the infant boys of the 

Israelites as they’re born.  Pharaoh’s daughter is a prophet when she personally saves the boy child by 

taking him from the river, sending him to his natural mother to raise, then, eventually bringing him into 

her royal court, and even by naming him Moses – which is an Egyptian name that simply means “child”.  

Miriam and her mother Yocheved, are prophets as they defy the law of the land to keep their child alive. 

These five extraordinary women are acting as the fearless prophets of God because they 

recognize the evil nature of Pharaoh’s law and they work to supplant it by creating a new reality that 

saves Hebrew boys.  They’re all five heroes of the Jewish faith, and heroes of our own faith.  We should 

be singing songs and praising, the courage, the strength, the wisdom, the character of these heroes of 

our faith. 

I mentioned this to Rabbi Brown this week.  He chuckled and said if the midwives’ names were 

something other than Shifra and Puah, many little Jewish girls would be named after them.  “But,” he 

said, “Shifra and Puah are just ugly names, and so, instead, I know a lot of Miriams.” 

The next time someone tries to tell you that women aren’t important in the biblical story say, 

“Not so fast.  Let me tell you about Shifra, Puah, Pharaoh’s daughter Batya, Miram and her mother 

Yocheved.”1  Five women.  Five great women.  Five courageous women.  How glorious is that?  We 

should be singing songs about them. 

******* 

******* 

 Now, the question that we run into as we contemplate these five women, is a question about 

Providence and Free Will.  How does Providence and Free Will live together?  Or, to put it another way, 

“Who is at work in this Exodus story?  God?  Or, these five women?” 

 When we look at the Exodus we commonly lapse into talk about the activity of God in leading 

his people out of the land of slavery and the house of bondage.  The Old Testament talks that way and 

we pick it up.  That’s the language of Providence.  And so on one level, many thousands of years 

removed from the event itself, it’s rather safe to talk about the activity of God in freeing his people.  

There’s no one left to complain about the inconsistencies. 

 But on another level, when we think about these amazing women who confront evil and 

circumvent it, at great risks to themselves, we become less certain that this is a story solely about the 

                                                           
1 Batya means “daughter of YHWH” and is mentioned as Pharoah’s daughter in 1 Chronicles 4.18.  Also, Yocheved 
is a Hebrew spelling.  In English it’s Jochebed. She is named in Numbers 26.59-61   



Providence of God.  Because at each one of these points – the midwives, the princess, the sister, the 

mother – if any one of these women doesn’t act courageously, the plan of God falls apart. 

 God’s providential leading of his people depends upon his people doing the right thing, acting in 

the right way, being prophetic and living their lives as prophets. 

 I think that this is certainly the case with the Virgin Mary as well.  An angel comes to a young girl 

– probably 13 or so, and tells her that she’s going to give birth to the Son of God, and she says, “I’m the 

Lord’s servant.  May it be to me according to your word.”  (Luke 1.38) 

 But what if she said, “No way.  The risk is too great.  My parents would kill me.”?  What happens 

to the plan of the Lord at that point?  What happens when human free will refuses to embrace the 

Lord’s will for the world? 

 And I know that there are some who don’t want to contemplate the possibility of such a 

rejection – at least not in these biblical stories.  So, they will talk as if there is no risk whatsoever in 

God’s plan.  They like to point to God’s omniscience.  They talk as if Mary was a certainty.  They like to 

declare that Shifra and Puah are certainties.  That Pharaoh’s daughter is a certainty.  That Miriam and 

Yocheved were certainties.  Some Christians act as if God’s providential plan is so powerful that it plows 

through human wills, forcing us to act in the way that God desires. 

 But they’re wrong.  They’re wrong.  God’s providential plan occurs only when people embrace 

the will of the Lord – the will of the Kingdom of Heaven – and then act in consistency with God’s will.  

God’s providential plan moves forward when we embrace God’s will on earth as it is in heaven.  I believe 

that at every point God’s plan for saving the world is at risk – at least at risk of delay.  And I suspect that 

it’s our unwillingness to embrace God’s will that causes huge delays in the unfolding of the Kingdom of 

God in this world. 

 Who knows how many midwives actually do kill the Israelite boys, until two faithful ones are 

found.  Who knows how many virgins the angel approaches before Mary.  Perhaps that’s why God’s plan 

of salvation seems to be so slow.  It keeps getting derailed again and again by people who do not act 

prophetically.  Perhaps God is continually creating new paths, new situations, new relationships to start 

over again and again and again. 

******* 

 Which leads me to us.  What about us?  Where are we in God’s plan to save the world?  What is 

our role in God’s Providence? 

 Have you ever considered such questions about yourself?  How are you part of God’s plan to 

redeem the world?  What role do you play in God’s providence?  And what happens to God’s plan when 

you make decisions not to follow the Lord’s will? 

 I think about such things from time to time and I shudder, because I’m not a very faithful 

person.  I’d rather imagine that God’s plan moves forward, with or without my faithfulness. 

But I think that as we read Scripture we aren’t given that impression.  God’s providential plan of 

redemption is carried forward by fallible human beings – by prophetic people of God, making the choice 

to follow faithfully God’s will. 

******* 
 So, this week, I want you to notice life.  Notice places where you may be a prophet.  
Contemplate at those places the will of God, and how you, being a prophet for God, is embracing the 
will of the Lord in this world.  Think about this during the coming week. 
 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


