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Genesis 9.18-27; Matthew 13.24-30; Matthew 13.36-43    Kingdom Series 3:  The Kingdom of Heaven is 

Like the Honey Bee 

Prayer:  We enter your presence, dear God, to worship you.  For you are our Father.  You are our 

Mother.  You are our source of Being.  For you design us; you shape us; you create us; you sustain us.  

Your love is so great that you rejoice with our victories, and you mourn with our losses.  

 

Take now, all that we are, and blend it with the being of all of your children, our sisters and brothers, so 

that our individual acts of worship become a single, overwhelming, act of worship that gives immense 

glory and honor to you.  Take our lives, dear Lord, and bless them.  As we live and work and have our 

being, may it always be embedded within your life, your work and your being. 

 

Give us eyes that are able to see your Kingdom today – perhaps only for an instant.  Give us ears that are 

able to hear the Word of your Kingdom.  Give us hearts that receive the seeds of your Kingdom.  Give us 

minds to comprehend all that you reveal to us about your Kingdom.  Amen. 

 

Steven Jay Gould wrote the following in an op-ed piece for the New York Times, soon after the 

9-11 terrorist attack. 

The patterns of human history mix decency and depravity in equal measure….we must 

reaffirm an essential truth too easily forgotten and regain some crucial comfort too readily 

forgone.  Good and kind people outnumber all others by thousands to one.  The tragedy of 

human history lies in the enormous potential for destruction in rare acts of evil, and not in 

the high frequency of evil people.  Complex systems can only be built step-by-step, whereas 

destruction requires but an instant.  Thus, in what I like to call “the great asymmetry,” every 

spectacular incident of evil will be balanced by 10,000 acts of kindness, too often unnoticed 

or invisible as the ordinary efforts of a vast majority.  We have a duty, an almost holy 

responsibility, to record and honor the victorious weight of those innumerable little 

kindnesses when a unprecedented act of evil so threatens to distort our perception of 

ordinary human behavior.  (NYT 9/26/2001) 

******* 

Even as there is evil in this world there is also good.  When we’re honest, as we survey the world 

we may see far, far more good than we do evil.  We are surrounded by an infinite amount of good.  That 

which is good is deeply embedded within creation, and within history, and within people, and within 

events.  Gould is right, every single act of evil is balanced by 10,000 acts of kindness. 

As Christians, we believe that good is the natural order of things, so that evil must work to 

displace the good.  We would argue that the good so far outweighs that which is evil that there isn’t any 

honest comparison between good and evil.  And I know, this runs contrary to the distopias that our 

entertainment industry create, and contrary to the way many people think about our world today.  But 

they’re wrong.  We are surrounded by overwhelming good. 



As Christians, we believe that God is at work in this world – creating, restoring, preserving, 

providing, protecting.  We believe that God is the overflowing source of all good.  (Belgic Confession 

Article 1) 

******* 

You’ve heard the old philosophical problem before:  If God is perfectly good; and if God is all 

powerful; then why doesn’t God eliminate evil?  Which sounds reasonable enough, but in reality, such a 

question is absurd.  That’s an example of someone twisting church theology into a pretzel and using it 

against God. 

The Kingdom Theology, that we talked about last week, can’t even recognize the legitimacy of 

such an argument.  That argument makes no sense to those of us steeped in Kingdom Theology. 

Kingdom Theology tells its stories with good and evil, with decency and depravity, both deeply 

scrambled together within them.  (Think of the story of Noah and his sons.  That’s a story where good 

and evil are all scrambled together.  By the way, Ham is the truth teller, and in an alcoholic family that’s 

the one who gets cursed.  Good and evil are deeply scrambled together in Kingdom Theology.)  There’s 

no such thing as a purely good person, or even a purely evil person within a Kingdom Theology story.  

Even God acts out of mixed motives within the stories of Kingdom Theology.  Which sends systematic 

theology buffs into paroxysms as they try to make God completely consistent. 

The best Kingdom Theology can do is tell the story of God’s struggle against evil.  Kingdom 

Theology asks: “Do you want to talk about the presence of evil in this world, and about God’s struggle 

against it?  Well, then let me tell you a story.  There once was this very old man and woman, a husband 

and a wife, living in an ancient land, and God walked up to them one day and asked them to follow him. 

Their names were Abram and Sarai, and they were the beginning.” 

And all of us who know Abraham and Sarah’s story, we recognize that there’s good and evil, all 

jumbled up within these two people and within their story – which reminds us of ourselves.  And yet, 

their story is the beginning of the narrative about the work of God in this world and the elimination of 

evil. 

It’s a story that continues through a clan that finds itself in Egypt, it continues through the 

establishment of the nation of Israel, through kings and prophets, who were all mixed bags, through 

slavery in Egypt and Babylon, and it hits a kind of zenith in the story of Jesus. 

But then it continues.  It continues through the disciples, and through the formation of the 

church, through the schisms of the church, through the individually insignificant acts of worship by the 

church, that when gathered together form an amazing act of worship of God. 

And, it’s a story that continues today, through us.  Our story, our faith story, is part of God’s 

story of establishing God’s Kingdom in this world.  Our own little faith story is about God’s work to 

destroy evil.1  That old philosophical argument about the problem of evil makes no sense to us because 

we’ve been steeped in Kingdom Theology. 

I spend a lot time on our deck watching the honey bees (Mean bald-faced hornets stung three 

people at church this weekend.  Not honey bees.)   fly out of and back into their hives.  They move at 

tremendous speeds.  They zoom straight up, out over the trees, then they dive bomb back home.  It 

                                                      
1 Church Theology tends to make God’s story all about us getting saved and going to heaven.  Kingdom Theology 

tends to make the story about us joining with God to defeat evil and establishing the Kingdom. 



looks like the sparks of a campfire, only multiplied by about 100.  As I sit there watching them, they take 

no notice whatsoever of me. 

 Do you know how honey bees make the wax of the honeycomb?  Well, let me tell you.  

Sometime after their first week of life, honey bees begin to secrete tiny amounts of wax onto their 

abdomen – it’s like they sweat wax.  Then that tiny amount of secreted wax eventually becomes a tiny 

flake of wax, and other bees come and eat that tiny flake of wax, and then they eventually spit their tiny 

mouthful of chewed wax out onto the comb.  It’s a miniscule little bit.  All by itself it’s not enough to 

build even a itsy bitsy shelf inside a honey comb cell.  But, hour after hour, day after day, they secrete, 

chew and spit. 

 Do you know how honey bees make honey?  Well, let me tell you.  A worker bee, who is always 

a female, leaves the hive and finds nectar in a flower.  She drinks the nectar and flies back to the hive.  

As she’s flying the nectar sloshes around in her little stomach mixing with enzymes that begin to make 

honey.  When she gets to the hive she vomits her enzyme enriched nectar into the mouth of another 

bee, who swallows it, and who then vomits it into the mouth of another bee, and they keep doing this 

until they have a tiny, tiny drop of watery honey, which they spit into the wax honeycomb.  And then, 

other bees stand outside the cell flapping their wings, wildly flapping their wings, until the water 

evaporates and the honey thickens – then they cap it.  Hour after hour, day after day, they pass nectar 

back and forth, until they have honey, then they spit. 

 And do you know how many bees we have in each one of our hives?  Somewhere between 30 to 

60,000 live in each hive.  That’s how many bees it takes to keep a small hive alive. 

The work of every one of those bees is individually insignificant, and yet combined with 

everyone else’s work, a bee hive thrives.  The only one whose work is individually significant is the 

queen.  And she can be replaced.  The hive is her kingdom and every bee within it is her daughter – 

except for the very few lazy, hungry, sex-starved, sons scattered in as well.2  The hive exists so that the 

queen may lay her eggs so that the hive may continue to exist.  That’s all. 

 I can stand within two feet of the hive, and they don’t care about me.  They just go about their 

business.  In and out.  In and out.  In and out.  They work and work and work.  And they’re not working 

so hard just so that I may harvest honey.  They’re working so hard because that’s what they do.  That’s 

their task within God’s kingdom.  If I die tomorrow, the bees will just keep doing the same thing over 

and over.  Generation after generation of bees will move through our hives doing their jobs, without a 

thought about us. 

 The Kingdom of Heaven is like the honey bee, whose hive is filled with honey bees who faithfully 

go about their task day after day.  Their task isn’t to identify and destroy the evil who will steal their 

honey.  Their task is to create a home, make honey, feed the larvae, and help the queen – that’s all.  The 

Kingdom of Heaven is like that. 

We too are created to be God’s good work within God’s Kingdom.  And as God’s good crop we 

are simply to live our life as well as we possibly can.  And every one of our good lives, every one of our 

                                                      
2 Drones are always male and basically don’t do anything except eat honey.  Their only hope in life is to discover a 

queen from another hive flying about looking to mate.  A queen makes one flight and mates with about thirty 

drones, then she returns to her hive to lay eggs the rest of her life.  The drones don’t get lucky too often.  



acts of worship, every one of our actions of love, every one of our scatterings of grace, every one of the 

things that we do that we’re just supposed to do, all of that is part of God’s story of eliminating evil. 

******* 

 You see, our story is God’s story of redeeming the world.  Oh, none of our stories are very big or 

important, none of our stories are individually significant, but they’re all part of the larger struggle 

against evil.  Your life, just being lived, is part of the larger struggle against evil.  As a whole, our kingdom 

lives are in a powerful allegiance with the Lord God. 

 (Sometimes, I get this vision of moving away from the earth until the earth appears to be the 

size of a honey bee hive.  And from that perspective, all of the stuff going on here looks like honey bees 

just keeping the earth going.  Then, I see that the cosmos is full of these planetary beehives where 

creatures everywhere are just doing their jobs, united together with God, struggling together against 

evil.) 

 The stories of our good lives are a continuation of Abraham and Sarah’s story, which is a 

continuation of God’s story to destroy evil and fully establish his Kingdom. 

Your sin littered life has meaning.  It’s part of God’s struggle to defeat evil.  You don’t have to go 

do something special to combat evil.  Just live your life.  We’re all called to different tasks, that are 

combined with God’s work, to confront and smother evil. 

As Christians, we know and believe that in the end, God’s story is triumphant.  In the end, the 

good will defeat the evil.  In the end, our cumulative lives of love will smother the existence of evil.  In 

the end, the angels will come and weed out all that causes sin and everyone who is evil -- even though 

we have no idea when the end will be. 

Meanwhile, make like a honey bee and do your task within God’s Kingd.om. 

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


