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Kingdom 2:  “Hearing the Word of the Kingdom” 

Prayer:  Loving God, may your Kingdom come, your will be done, within our own lives as it is in 

heaven.  We are a people who are stubborn and we’re more comfortable with borders and 

boundaries and limits than with wide open spaces.  We tend to want to know who is with us 

and who is against us. 

 

Open our eyes to the wideness of your mercy.  Open our hearts to the limitlessness of your 

love.  Open our minds to the richness of your Kingdom.  Come and plow the soil of our lives, 

remove from us all hardness, all thorns, all stones, that will stunt the growth of your Kingdom.  

Then come and sow your word within us so we may be a people who produce an abundant 

harvest.  Speak Lord for we are listening.  Amen.  

 

Whenever I’ve heard the parable of the sower talked about it’s always within the 

context of evangelism.  It was explained: that when you go and sow the word of God’s 

salvation, many will not listen, they will not believe, and therefore, they will not be saved.  

Whereas, a few will allow the word to grow within their hearts, they will believe, they will 

accept Jesus, and they will be saved. 

That sounds so spiritual, so Christian, so Gospelesque – however, it’s so wrong.  That’s 

not what Jesus is talking about.  He isn’t talking about evangelism with the Parable of the 

Sower. 

Jesus is addressing the Jewish leaders – the Pharisees and the Teachers of the Law.  He’s 

talking about and to those people who already follow the LORD God.  The Jewish leaders, who 

are very devout and religious people, they are the soil upon which the word is being sown by 

God.  The people who are already a people of faith are the hardened path, the stony soil, the 

weed infested soil and the good soil. 

Jesus isn’t talking about evangelism.  He isn’t talking about presenting the gospel to the 

world.  Jesus is talking about how the people who already believe in the LORD God receive the 

word that he’s speaking and living. 

So, the obvious question is, “What word is he speaking to these believers?”  Well again, 

I’ve always had the impression that it’s the word of salvation.  Repent and be saved!  Believe or 

not believe.  Go to heaven or don’t go to heaven.  But again, this isn’t what Jesus is talking 

about. 

When Jesus explains the parable of the sower, he reveals what the word is in verse 13.  



He says:  “When people hear the word1 about the Kingdom.”  According to Jesus, then, the 
word about the Kingdom, spoken to the people who already have faith …. will fall either upon 
hard path, rocky soil, thorny soil, or good soil. 

This parable is given to the people of faith and he says that when you hear the word 
about the Kingdom you either accept it or you reject it. 

And it was difficult for the people of faith within the Jewish synagogue, especially the 
leaders, to hear Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven.   

Unfortunately, the same remains true today within the church.  It’s still difficult for the 
people of faith within the Christian Church, especially the leaders, to hear Jesus’ teaching about 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and allow it to grow and flourish within us. 

The church today continues to struggle, to accept and to embrace the Kingdom of 
Heaven that Jesus talks about. 

******* 

 I’ve told you before, but a well-developed theology of the Kingdom doesn’t fully emerge 

until the 1950s.  Isn’t that incredible?  Up until that time most theologians thought that the 

church and the Kingdom were the same thing.  They even used the terms “kingdom” and 

“church” interchangeably. 

 So, for almost two millennia Christians created theology that helps the church, and they 

ignored the theology of the Kingdom.  For two millennia, most theologians, most pastors, most 

Christians were blind to Jesus’ primary theological assertion: “Turn around because the 

Kingdom of Heaven is right next to you.”  They taught that those words meant “repent and be 

saved,” which is far, far too narrow of an understanding.2 

 Therefore, most of us were taught Church Theology in sermons, and Sunday School, and 

day school, and we were not taught Kingdom Theology3.  In today’s church world NT Wright is 

the most visible theologian who teaches kingdom theology, and he is vehemently opposed and 

condemned by powerful, Christian opponents who, quite honestly, are still rooted in church 

theology.  Opponents who are the hard path, the rocky soil, the thorny soil, where the word of 

the Lord doesn’t thrive. 

Around here we’ve become rather used to thinking about the Kingdom because it’s 

become obvious to us that it’s a much greater concept than is the church.  All one has to do is 

make a word count in the gospel of Matthew.  He uses the word “church” two times.  He uses 

the word “Kingdom” fifty-two times.  And if you expand that to the other Synoptic Gospels, 

Mark and Luke, the tally becomes the word “church” is used two times.  The word “Kingdom” is 

                                                      
1 The TNIV translates logos here as “message” and then later in the passage as “word.”  For consistency and clarity 

I prefer to translate logos as “word.” 
2 All of the historical confessions of the Reformed Church were written long before theologians understood the 

kingdom and are therefore deeply flawed. 
3 I haven’t really heard this distinction, “church theology and kingdom theology” being made anywhere.  This is my 

extraction from what I’ve observed.  So who knows how right I am. 



used one hundred and eleven times.  And, if you expand that to include the Gospel of John, so if 

you look at all four Gospels, the word “church” is used 2 times.  The word “kingdom” is used 

115 times. 

 So, in the Gospels what’s the greater concept, Church or Kingdom?  But which concept 

did you grow up hearing about?  Church or Kingdom?  

Most of our theology is church theology, not Kingdom theology.  As I see it, the church is 

the servant of the Kingdom, and therefore church theology should always serve Kingdom 

theology. 

******* 

 So, what’s the difference between the two?  Well, the church is exclusive, it’s limited, it 

has boundaries, it’s a big box, it’s an institution that is always concerned about survival.  And if 

you doubt that watch a church try to die.  It’s excruciating. 

The Kingdom, on the other hand, is inclusive.  All people, all things, are part of it.  The 

Kingdom is infinite, there are no boundaries, there are no edges to it.  The Kingdom is eternal, 

there is no concern about its survival because as long as God exists, God’s Kingdom exists. 

 There are other distinctions to be drawn between the church and the Kingdom. 

✓ The church creates propositional theology that defines itself.  It talks about 

sacraments, faith, God, by creating statements that a person is expected to 

adhere to. 

• The Kingdom creates theology from stories and word pictures.  In Kingdom 

theology, when we want to talk about covenant, we begin with, “There was this 

man named Abram, and the woman named Sarai…” 

 

✓ The church is always trying to be consistent and to fight contradictions even if it 

means creating theology that’s twisted like a pretzel. 

• The Kingdom places inconsistent stories side by side and allows both to be true.  

Within the Kingdom, we then marvels for a little while at both stories, then we 

shrug, because consistency is a great concern to story tellers. 

 

✓ The church creates rules and creeds and expectations. 

• The Kingdom doesn’t create rules; it doesn’t create story-less creeds; it doesn’t 

insist on numerous expectations.  The Kingdom doesn’t exactly define how to 

think, or how to believe, it allows us to draw conclusions from its stories. 

 

✓ The church talks about grace but it survives, quite honestly, on good works and a 

double message is always sent.  Are we saved by grace or by faith, by grace or by 

our own good actions?  The church struggles with such questions. 

• The Kingdom is filled with grace and doesn’t need anyone’s good works to 



extract that grace.  The Kingdom recognizes God’s goodness, and flows from 

God’s generosioty, and the Kingdom recognizes humanity’s actions that reflect 

God’s goodness, but the Kingdom doesn’t need them in order to survive. 

 It’s the church that we Christians are most comfortable with.  It’s the Kingdom that we 

Christians can’t quite see or comprehend. 

 And I often think that this is the case because we have a natural tendency within us to 

create walls, to make rules, to define what is good and what is not good, to limit the riff-raff 

from getting too close.  And the Church gives us an excuse for doing this. 

“So and so can’t take communion because they don’t act the right way.  So and so 

can’t be baptized because they don’t think the right way.  So and so can’t be part of 

us because they are a heathen.  So and so can’t be married in the church because 

they’re living in sin and she’s 8 months pregnant.  And if we marry them, then what 

kind of message would that send to our daughters and sons?” 

 That’s how the church thinks and most of the church is more comfortable with those 

kinds of structures.  Whereas, the Kingdom is wild and wide open and we find such freedom to 

be frightening. 

 And so, for two millennia now, the church has created theology that places itself at the 

center of our faith, and has relegated the Kingdom to a minor, supporting role. 

 But still, the numbers don’t lie, Matthew talks about the church two times, and talks 

about the Kingdom fifty-two times.  Matthew, Mark and Luke combined, talk about the church 

two times and the Kingdom one hundred and eleven times. 

 And so, it’s very difficult for Christians whose faith is wrapped around church theology 

to understand and talk to Christians whose faith is wrapped around kingdom theology.  We 

speak different languages.  We think differently.  We see the world differently. 

 I was at a gathering of pastors this week talking about responses to refugees.  By the 

time it was over I wanted to scream.  We all, myself included, kept talking about “my church 

this, my church that, we churches should...”  We kept talking about Church theology and about 

how difficult it is to get people to even see the problem.  By the end I wanted to stop 

everything and point out that the problem we pastors are having, lies in that we’re trying to 

create Kingdom eyes, Kingdom responses, within the church.  And church people can’t hear or 

see the problem.  But Kingdom people can.  But I didn’t.  I just left quickly. 

 Someone recently asked me how can Christians support Donald Trump and the policies 

of his administration?  And my response is that the Church can make sense of the President, 

but the Kingdom cannot.  Church people can’t hear or see the problem.  But Kingdom people 

can. 

It’s very difficult for Christians whose faith is wrapped around church theology to 

understand and talk to Christians whose faith is wrapped around kingdom theology.  We speak 

different languages. 



******* 

 Those who strictly follow the theology of the church cannot quite grasp Kingdom 

theology.  It’s too breezy, too wide open, too inclusive, too embracing, too unrestrictive.  But 

Kingdom theology is Jesus’ theology.  And when the church writes theology it only does so 

properly when it is serving the Kingdom of Heaven and not serving itself. 

 Remember those numbers, two as opposed to one hundred and eleven.  Kingdom 

theology is what Jesus wants his followers to create and embrace.  Kingdom theology is what all 

of Scripture is about as it tells us story after story after story.  It never stops and lays out 

systematic theology, the way that the church is inclined to do.  Kingdom theology is the good 

soil in which the word of Jesus grows and thrives. 

 Look, I’m not saying that the church shouldn’t write theology.  Of course, she should.  

Who else would do that?  But our theology must start and end in the story of the Kingdom 

revealing the God who lovingly made this world and is still crazy in love with it today. 

******* 

 The Kingdom has arrived and it’s all around us.  It surrounds us.  We work and play and 

fight and make love and eat and drink and think within the Kingdom of Heaven.  Our world 

belongs to God.  Our lives belong to God.  God’s greatest desire is that each one of us will allow 

the Kingdom to grow and bloom within us, so that our lives become the garden, filled with the 

lushness of God’s grace, so that all who come near us may discover rest and peace. 

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


